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Meeting of the National Coordination Committee on the response to HIV/AIDS and TB and Malaria in the Republic of Tajikistan (NCC)
10 June 2025 					Dushanbe

The meeting was chaired by:
D.S. Mansuri – Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan, Chairperson of the National Coordination Committee

Participants:
Z. Davlatzoda – Head of the Social Development Department of the Executive Office of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, A. Amirzoda  – Deputy Minister of Health and Social Protection of the Republic of Tajikistan, Sh.Norzoda  – Deputy Minister of Labor, Migration and Employment, R.A.Karimzoda  – Deputy Minister of Education and Science, F. Zubaidzoda – Deputy Head, Chief Penal Corrections Directorate of the Ministry of Justice, Kh. Sohibzoda – Ambassador at Large of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, P. Bakhromzoda  – Deputy Minister of Finance, Kh. Abdulhafizzoda – Head of Department, State Committee for National Security, M.Nabizoda – First Deputy Chairman, Committee for Women's and Family Affairs, Sh. Rahimzoda – First Deputy Chairman, Youth and Sports Committee, D. Rustamzoda – Deputy Chairman of the Committee for Television and Radio, Davlatzoda S. – Deputy Chairman, Committee on Religious Affairs, Streamlining of National Traditions, Celebrations and Ceremonies, Lazima Onta Bhatta – Resident Representative (a.i), United Nations Development Program in Tajikistan, N. Najmiddinzoda – Deputy Head of the Medical Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, Faizullozoda F. – Head of the Social Development Department of the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, Safarov A. – Officer of the World Health Organization Country Office in the Republic of Tajikistan, T.Khaidarova  – Director, NGO “Tajikistan Network of Women Living with HIV", A.Khudoiberdiev – Officer of the Coalition "Stop TB partnership" Tajikistan. N.Saidova – Director, NGO "Gender and Development", P.Jamolov  – Director, NGO "SpinPlus".

Absent from the meeting:
Victor Olsavszky – Head of WHO country office in Tajikistan (business trip), Peter Riley – Head of the USAID Mission in Tajikistan (in connection with the termination of operations of the organization), Naimov Safarali – Head of the Coalition "Stop TB Partnership" Tajikistan (for family reasons), Faizov Nasim – Head of the public organization "Swan Plus" (for medical reasons)

Invitees:
Soliev A. – Deputy Director, Government Institution “AIDS Prevention and Control Center” of the Ministry of Health and Social Protection, A. Mahmadov – Deputy Director, State Institution “National TB Center” of the Ministry of Health and Social Protection, J.Ismailova – Head, Global Fund Local Agent Group, S.Nizkov – Head of the UNDP project on HIV and TB in Tajikistan

Meeting Agenda:
 1. On the implementation progress of the National Program to Combat the HIV/AIDS Epidemic in the Republic of Tajikistan for 2021-2025
2.	On the implementation progress of the National Program to Combat TB in the Republic of Tajikistan for 2021-2025
3. Regarding the notification of the NCC members  about the restrictions on Global Fund funding related to the implementation of the Global Fund grant "Ending the HIV and TB epidemics through evidence-based interventions and innovative approaches focused on key and vulnerable populations".

The Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan Dilrabo Mansuri opened the meeting and read out the proposed agenda of the meeting, which was unanimously approved by the NCC members.
On the first issue of the agenda, the Deputy Minister of Labor, Migration and Employment of the Republic of Tajikistan Sh. Norzoda presented a report on the implementation progress of the "National Program to Combat the Human Immunodeficiency Virus Epidemic in the Republic of Tajikistan for 2021-2025" prepared by the Ministry of Labor, Migration and Employment of the Republic of Tajikistan. The Ministry’s subordinate entities carried out information and advocacy work on the prevention of HIV infection among labor migrants in the cities and regions of the republic, at international airports and railway stations, educational institutions, and at job fairs by organizing meetings and discussions with these groups of citizens. In total, 3,713 meetings and discussions were held in 2024 and during the first three months of this year involving participation of 483,683 citizens of the country, during which labor migrants were explained ways to prevent infectious diseases, including the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), as well as other issues related to migration. In addition, through the Centers for Pre-Departure Consulting and Training of Labor Migrant Workers of the Migration Service in the cities of Dushanbe, Khorog, Khujand and Bokhtar, individual interviews and educational activities on the prevention of HIV infection were conducted with each labor migrant before departure. Together with the National AIDS Prevention and Control Center, awareness-raising and outreach work is carried out among labor migrants regarding medical examinations as part of HIV prevention efforts; workshops, conferences, meetings, round tables and other joint sessions are held on issues of labor migration and the prevention of HIV infection, and labor migrants are also referred to these centers for the prevention and control of HIV infection before departure and after return. All labor migrants sent to work abroad through the Agency for Foreign Employment undergo a medical examination at the National AIDS Prevention and Control Center before departure (4,733 people in the first four months of the current year). To obtain a work permit, foreign nationals coming to the Republic of Tajikistan to carry out labor activities, must submit an HIV test certificate along with other documents. The Representative Office of the Ministry of Labor, Migration and Employment of Tajikistan in the Russian Federation, together with the leaders and active representatives of the Tajik diaspora, centers and public organizations, conducted advocacy work, meetings and discussions with labor migrants who are citizens of the Republic of Tajikistan on preventing the spread of dangerous diseases, including HIV infection, during their residence and work in the Russian Federation. In order to raise awareness of employees and students of primary vocational education institutions and adult education centers, medical workers conducted training sessions on the prevention and control of HIV infection.  Materials on HIV prevention are regularly published on the official websites of the Ministry (www.mehnat.tj,www.migration.tj,www.diaspora.tj), and in the “Employment and Migration” periodical.
The speaker also mentioned a number of current problems in the prevention and treatment of HIV among migrant workers. One of the problems faced by Tajik labor migrants in the Russian Federation is the deportation of migrants from the Russian Federation upon detection of their HIV-positive status.

Migrant workers do not know that treatment for HIV patients in Tajikistan is free, and the level of awareness among migrant workers about HIV prevention and treatment is low.
To address the existing problems, it was proposed to speed up conclusion of a Cooperation Agreement between the relevant bodies of the Russian Federation and the Republic of Tajikistan on conducting mandatory medical examinations on the territory of Tajikistan. Also the Ministry of Health and Social Protection together with the Ministry of Labor, Migration and Employment and other concerned ministries and departments must develop a mechanism for conducting mandatory medical examinations of labor migrants upon their return from abroad to prevent the spread of HIV infection. It was also proposed to conduct medical examinations of foreign migrants at the Migration Service.
Also with reference to the first item of the agenda, a report was delivered by the head of the NGO “Tajikistan Network of Women Living with HIV” Takhmina Khaidarova. She noted that the organization is involved in the implementation of a number of projects in the field of prevention, treatment, support and protection of the rights of women, children and adolescents living with HIV, which are funded by international organizations; annually, assistance is provided to more than 2,500 people living with HIV. She also provided information on the results of the implementation of two projects – "Teenergizer" and "Empowering facilitators and strengthening clinical cooperation between Germany and Tajikistan".
Regarding the second item of the agenda, the Deputy Chairperson of the TV and Radio Broadcasting Committee of Tajikistan, Dilafruz Rustamzoda reported on the Committee’s input in the National Program to combat TB in the Republic of Tajikistan for 2021-2025.
She noted that as part of the above-mentioned National Program, a number of reports, discussions, meetings, literary and cultural circles on the prevention and treatment of TB with the participation of doctors and specialists in this field were organized and broadcast on the Tajik Television, Jahonnamo, Children's and Youth Television "Bahoriston" and Radio Tajikistan.
Staff of the TV and Radio Broadcasting Committee constantly cooperate with the Ministry of Health and Social Protection of Tajikistan on social and health related issues. The Committee is prepared to continue developing and broadcasting programs and reports on this topic on state television and radio channels.
Also on the second issue of the agenda, a report delivered by the head of the NGO “Gender and Development” Nargis Saidova. She noted that for over twenty years, the organization, together with government bodies, international organizations and civil society organizations, has been implementing projects in the field of healthcare, including the prevention of HIV and TB, the promotion of a healthy lifestyle, interaction with communities, and the provision of social and legal assistance. As part of the implementation of the said National Program, by 2023, more than 3,500 people from key and vulnerable groups were covered by the services, 780 people were referred for TB testing, 215 people were covered with tuberculosis treatment, and regular psychosocial support was provided to 92 patients with extensive drug resistance.
The head of the UNDP project in Tajikistan on HIV and TB, S. Nizkov, spoke on the third issue of the agenda. He informed the meeting that the Global Fund, in its letter dated 24 April 2025, conveyed uncertainty regarding future funding for the Global Fund grant to fight HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis in the period 2025–2026. In this regard, we need to identify priority areas for the implementation of this project and coordinate them with the Global Fund in cooperation with the National Committee, the Ministry of Health and Social Protection, its subdivisions and development partners.
Lazima Onta-Bhatta noted that the Global Fund funding for 2027-2029 was not yet defined, and the application period for the next grants in the area of HIV and TB would likely be announced in January-February 2026. She also stressed that due to funding restrictions for the UN Development Program in Tajikistan, targeted funds for the implementation of national programs may not be allocated in 2026.
Having considered all items of the agenda, the National Coordination Committee resolved as follows:
1.	Take under advisement the report of the Ministry of Labor, Migration and Employment of the Republic of Tajikistan .
1.1.	The Ministry of Labor, Migration and Employment of the Republic of Tajikistan is instructed to:
-	strengthen information, education and advocacy work on the prevention of HIV infection among labor migrants both within the republic and abroad, especially among young people, together with the relevant bodies, and submit a detailed report by September 1;
-	take the necessary measures to create an interdepartmental working group under the Ministry of Labor, Migration and Employment to look into the matter of HIV prevention among labor migrants;
-	strengthen interaction with local subdivisions of the Ministry of Health and Social Protection in the area of HIV prevention, review the regulatory framework concerning mandatory HIV testing of migrants, and come up with relevant recommendations.
2.	Take under advisement the report submitted by the National TB Control Center under the Ministry of Health and Social Protection of Tajikistan "On the implementation progress of the National Program to combat TB in the Republic of Tajikistan for 2021-2025".
2.1.	Instruct the TV and Radio Broadcasting Committee together with concerned ministries, departments and organizations to take the necessary measures to develop and expand the broadcasting of free and publicly available programs and videos on television and radio channels aimed at raising public awareness about TB diagnosis, detection, treatment and prevention. 
2.2.	When developing information materials, videos, television and radio programs, it is necessary to involve industry specialists and explain the consequences of TB infection using real-world evidence.
3.	Instruct the Ministry of Health and Social Protection to strengthen the activities of the Institute of Postgraduate Education of Health Workers of the Republic of Tajikistan and the Republican Educational and Clinical Center for Family Medicine to improve the knowledge and skills of specialists in the prevention of HIV infection.
4.	Officials of local executive authorities, together with imam-khatibs and religious figures, must take measures to conduct more information and educational events.
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